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·  482 · Interest/Dividend: 0.73% - investigating options for better returns 
·  617 · Summer Coordinator: 20.63% - one time charge, not a concern 
·  712 · Landscape/Grounds: 22.43% - over budget, hope this drops during 

fall & winter to compensate 
·  728 · Sewer/Trash/Water: 26.58% - high: summer only water expense? 
·  Total Expense: 7.26% -- below 8.3% hurray 
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    Thank you for granting me this opportunity to speak with you. 
     My purpose here today, and the reason for the rush, is to be granted a table at the upcoming 
BUUF Fall into Community Fair, for the local chapter of the UUJME, Unitarian Universalists for 
Justice in the Middle East. I was informed that, to get a table, I must present the UUJME to the 
Board, so I stand here today with this request. 
    UUJME is an independent affiliate of the UUA, founded in 1971. It is comprised of concerned 
UUs, whose purpose is, first, to educate: to educate our congregations, our friends, our 
supporters, as well as the general public, about the Israeli/Palestinian situation, and the related 
legal, moral, and ethical issues, and secondly, working for a peaceful and just resolution of the 
Israeli/Palestinian situation, including a settlement affirming the equality, dignity, freedom and 
security of ALL peoples involved, affirming statements by the UUSC, and the UUA resolutions:  
           The 1982 Business Resolution 
           The 1982 General Resolution 
           The 1999 Action of Immediate Witness 
           The 2002 Action of Immediate Witness 
           The 2002 Petition from UU Ministers 
           as well as the 2002 Pastoral Letter from President Sinkford. 
    There are currently 15 chapters of the UUJME in 10 states. The president is Don McInnes of 
Cambridge, MA. The Secretary/Treasurer is Susan Nye of Watertown, MA. Board members are: 
The Reverend Kim Beach of Arlington, VA, Gail Boehme of Goleta, CA, Larry Cooper of Ann 
Arbor, Mich, The Reverend David Herndon of Pittsburgh, Penn, Cathy Pfister of San Diego, CA, 
and the Reverend David Van Strien of Peterborough, NH. Also, the UUJME had a booth at the 
2009 GA in Salt Lake City. 
    The guidelines for local chapters ask that, if possible, to affiliate with a UU congregation, but 
that is not a requirement. UUs may, as individuals, independently form a chapter, rather like the 
Women on the Verge groups here at BUUF but not officially affiliated with BUUF. 
    Since it has been brought up: The perception that supporting human rights for the Palestinian 
people is somehow anti-semitic has been addressed by the UUA in its 1982 Business Resolution, 
which reads: 
            "In view of the sensitivities involved in considering the moral dimensions of the Middle 
East crisis, the Board of Trustees reaffirms its opposition to anti-semitism in all its forms, and 
recognizes, along with much of the Jewish community, that criticism of the policies of the 
government of Israel should NOT be equated with, or confused with, anti-semitism." 
    This needs to be made clear to our Jewish members, and friends in the greater community - 
which will be part of the task of the local UUJME chapter to do. 
    We cannot allow misunderstanding and misperceptions to continue while human rights abuses 
go unchecked. It takes education.  
    And that is why I ask for a table at the Fall into Community Fair. Allow us the opportunity to 
engage the conversation. 
    Thank you. 
 


