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BUUF News
Boise Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Daylight Savings Time
Ends!
Don’t forget to set your clocks back
one hour before you go to bed on
Saturday night, November 1st so you
can make it to church on time for the
10:00 service and potluck on Sunday,
November 2nd.

Reverend Elizabeth Greene

Our congregation has a big celebra-
tion coming up!
On November 7, 1988—one of the
most significant days in my life—this
Fellowship ordained me to the
Unitarian Universalist ministry. For
20 years we have been partners in
ministry, sharing joy and tragedy,
stumbling blocks and great accom-
plishments.
We celebrate our partnership on the
weekend of November 22 and 23, and
we have a very special preacher on
Sunday the 23: Gini Courter, modera-
tor of our Association. Gini chairs the
UUA Board, of which I am the
trustee from our district (Pacific
Northwest), so I have had three years
of her stimulating, amusing and
deeply-intelligent leadership. If you
have ever seen her lead a plenary
session at General Assembly, con-
ducting business among several
thousand headstrong UUs, you have
an idea of her skill and speaking
ability. It is an honor to have her in
our pulpit.
This weekend marks the anniversary
of my ordination, but it is our long-
term, dynamic partnership that is
important. Not too many congrega-
tions and first-settlement ministers
hang in together for 20 years. Such a
long-term relationship has re-
quired—and will always require—
affection, respect, honesty, humility,
courage, creativity, and the ongoing
ability to “forgive ourselves and each
other, and begin again in love,” in
the words of our hymnal.
See elsewhere in the newsletter for
more news of the weekend, and don’t
miss out on the festivities!

Nov. 2, 2008 ONE SERVICE AT
10 AM, potluck following.
“Dia de Los Muertos,” Sharon and
Charles Barlow Palm
At this “All Souls” time of year, we
honor the Mexican custom of Day of
the Dead, light-hearted and reverent.
Bring a picture or small item to place
on the altar. Debbie Espen, service
coordinator. BUUF Choir and Sue
Langley, music.

Nov. 9, 2008 9 & 11 am
“Partners in Faith,” Rev. Elizabeth
Greene, Miriam and David Woito,
Will Smith.
Four members of our church traveled
as pilgrims to Meszko, Transylvania,
to visit fellow Unitarians, with whom
we have been partners for going on
20 years. They will share highlights
from their deeply-affecting and fun
stay in “our” village. Nancy Harms,
service coordinator. Will Smith and
Charlotte Tompkins, music.

Nov. 16, 2008 9 & 11 am
“Moving Forward in Faith,” Rev.
Elizabeth Greene
It’s “Miracle Sunday”!  Today, we
wrap up our fall stewardship drive

and begin celebrating 20 years of
ministry partnership.  If you haven’t
pledged yet, bring your pledge form.
Help us celebrate a no-deficit year
and the new ways of doing business
that allow us to focus on nurturing
our souls and helping heal the world.
Tony DeAngelis, service coordinator.

Nov. 23, 2008, 9 & 11 am
“Ministry: Our Partnership,” Gini
Courter, Moderator of the Unitarian
Universalist Association
This is a very big-deal Sunday.  The
witty, articulate, and grounded Gini
Courter, moderator of our entire
Association, will preach to us as we
celebrate the 20th anniversary of this
congregation’s ordination of Eliza-
beth Greene—as we celebrate 20
years of partnership in ministry.
Wanda Jennings, service coordinator.
BUUF Choir and Sue Langley, music.

Nov. 30, 9 & 11 am
“In the Spirit of Thanks,” Sarah
Bratley
This Thanksgiving holiday, Sarah
explores a thankful presence in
prayers, everyday life, and social
interactions. Mark Zimmerer, service
coordinator
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Sue Philley, BUUF Board President

The Board is starting a new project to more publicly share some of our
appreciation and thanks to those who are actively keeping our programs and
facilities strong by donating their time and talent. We hope to list our Thanks
in the Order of Service, yet we know that we may miss some folks. Please help
us by sending an email to the Board@boiseuu.org to suggest someone you
notice who should be thanked! Today, selected thanks go to: Louise Jacobsen,
Miriam Woito, and Becky Groff for helping with the Together We Feed Our
Faith: A Gift from Everyone mailing before and after Sunday, Mitchel Bethel
for keeping the kitchen tidy and researching criteria for selection of our new
database; Dave Ward and the Stewardship Committee for beginning to plan
the Spring Annual Budget Drive and their November meeting with Larry
Wheeler, our UUA consultant; Becky and Rick Groff, Webb Van Winkle, and
Mary Schwartzman for removing rocks from the pasture on our new property
on Chelan Street; and many others!
Are you wondering how you might extend your involvement beyond attending
our excellent Sunday Services? Just speak with a Board member on Sunday
morning or send that email out to board@boiseuu.org describing your interest
or skills or asking to discuss your interests more deeply with someone. We
have specific needs right now for members and friends who may be skilled in
data entry, finance, and communications. We are also forming a Sunday team
to develop a Deposit Steward process modeled on how it’s done at some other
UU Churches. (Once a week, 2-3 deposit stewards count the Sunday offering,
enter it into the computer, and take the deposit to the bank on Monday). This
could be a huge help for our office staff! Also, it is not too late to join a
Visiting Steward Team! Not only will you have fun, you meet or speak with
three families you may not already know, and you will also learn about fund-
raising and about the many programs and small group activities that can help
you get acquainted and connected with new friends! In no time at all, you will
be strengthening your own BUUF safety net!

Newsletter Submission Tips
Jennifer Grush-Dale, BUUF News Editor

A few reminders about submitting articles for our newsletter:
— Submission deadline is noon on the third Thursday of the month.
— Articles must be no longer than 200-250 words.
— Concentrate on the basics of your event (the WHO, WHAT, WHERE,
WHEN and then some on the HOW & WHY).
-- Please do not send documents as “.DOCX”. My computer cannot read
them. Send them as “.DOC” or “.TXT”.
— If you have a graphic or photo you want me to use, email that along
with the story. DO NOT imbed the graphic in the Word document. Place
it in the email as a separate attachment.
— Please email your submission to newsletter@boiseuu.org even if you
know my other email addresses. This account is solely for newsletter
related business & your submission may get misplaced if it is sent to a
different account.
— Email is the best way to contact me about the newsletter. The answers
to most, if not all, of your questions about your newsletter submission are
on my computer, so you might as well contact me there anyway.
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Religious Exploration
Guest at Your Table:
Sharing our Blessings
Karen Raese, Co-DRE

Guest at Your Table is for everyone.
The Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee’s colorful collection boxes
and Stories of Hope connect UUs to
real people whose lives have been
touched by the collective struggle for
human rights. Families and individu-
als learn about UUSC’s global
human-rights mission, which puts
our shared principles into action.
Sharing our blessings through the
Guest at Your Table box ensures that
this human-rights work continues,
while building UUSC membership.
Our members and partners are the
moral levers through which we move
the world.
The Guest at Your Table tradition has
built lasting connections to UU faith
in action for more than thirty years.
Join nearly every congregation in the
country - and around the world - in
welcoming a Guest at Your Table.
On November 23, children and youth
will receive a Guest at Your Table
box and copies of Stories of Hope in
their Religious Education class.
Congregational members are
encouraged to pick up these items as
well. Please put the box in a promi-
nent place in your home, read the
Stories of Hope together and make
contributions to the box which will
support the UUSC’s work around the
world. Please return your box in early
January.

Children’s RE
Committee
Angie Tate

Thanks to everyone who helped with
the Dia de los Meurtos celebration.
Thank you to Barbara Moreledge
for chairing this event and to the
committee for their support!

Our sign up boards for volunteer
helpers in the RE classroom are
looking really good. We still have
slots to fill, but overall the committee
appreciates the efforts the congrega-
tion has shown to get this new
volunteer system up and running! We
have three trimesters for RE, Septem-
ber/October/November, December/
January/February, and March/April/
May. For every child in preschool
through 6 grade, a volunteer needs to
sign up once each trimester to offer
help in the classrooms. This ensures
our safe congregation policy is being
met.
We welcome additional members to
our committee! The committee
sponsors events and coordinates
children’s Sunday services by finding
volunteers to assist the teaching
guides and offering support to the
DRE’s to ensure RE runs smoothly.
We meet the second Wednesday of the
month. For further information about
the committee call Angie at 336-0738
or email tateappraisal@msn.com.

afternoon we gather to make orna-
ments for the tree, munch on some
holiday treats while the children and
youth of our Religious Exploration
(RE) Program rehearse their parts for
the Sunday worship service. Then be
sure to come back on December 7 to
hear the children and youth explore A
1001 Ways to Love and to Care this
holiday season at the single, 10 a.m.
service. This is an all-age, commu-
nity event for everyone! So, don’t
miss it. Mark your calendars now –
Saturday, December 6 and Sunday,
December 7. Be sure to watch for
details throughout November in the
weekly Order of Services.

Gearing up for Boston!
Cathy Carmen, Co-DRE

By the time this newsletter hits the
stands, chances are the Jr. High youth
bound for Boston in June 2009 will
have already started fundraising in
earnest. That’s right, every two years
an enthusiastic group of 7-9 graders
(with the undying support of their
parents!) make plans for this historic
pilgrimage to the center of the UU
world in our country. It takes a lot of
time, energy and ultimately cash to
get there.  So, look for them Bound-
ers on Sunday mornings in the
vestibules selling BUUF-wear
(clothing items embossed with a
chalice), taking orders to rake lawns,
selling soda and water for any and all
events, playing music for your
potluck enjoyment and even offering
to watch your child(ren) so you can
holiday shop. There will be some-
thing for everyone so stay tuned! All
of this and more will be announced in
BUUF’s weekly Order of Service. For
details and more information as to
how YOU might assist, please contact
our FUNraising gurus, Amy Butts
(buttsfam@gmail.com) and Barbara
Pinkerton (pinkerton5@q.net).
Thank you for all your support!

Deck the Halls
Celebration
Cathy Carmen, Co-DRE

What do you have planned for the
first weekend in December…?
Thanksgiving is just past and
everyone is preparing for the upcom-
ing holiday season with all the songs,
decorating and merriment! We too at
BUUF set aside time to celebrate. On
Saturday, and Sunday, December 6
and 7 we have our congregational-
wide Deck the Halls event. Saturday
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COMMITTEES

Come join us! We are offering
training both for prospective new
Congregational Care Team mem-
bers and for others who are
interested – the training is useful
whether or not you become a
member of the team (there is no
obligation to join, but the training
is required in order to join). No
Charge.
Please join us Saturday, November
8 at BUUF from 9am to 3pm,
including a potluck lunch from 12-
1. Bring a dish to share and your
preferred beverage. Coffee and tea
will be provided.
Dr. J. Gibson, author of
Healthcare Issues of Aging
Families, Dynamics of Aging

Families and Personal Safety Nets
will lead the morning session. For
more information about Dr. Gibon,
and his workshop Friday evening, see
page 7.
Lise Stewart, BUUF member and
frequent presenter, a specialist in
strategic planning with degrees in
business and psychology will present
the session on “Effective Communi-
cation” from 1-2pm.
Rev. Elizabeth Greene and the
CCT will present “making Pastoral
Care Real at BUUF.” This session is
for current and prospective CCT
members. 2-3pm
Sign up at the information center in
the north vestibule.

BUUF Congregational Care Team Presents

LIFE SKILLS TRAINING

Explore the skills of Active Listening,
Knowing your own limits,
Recognizing boundaries,

Communication styles and MORE.

Congregational Care
Team Report
Barry Hope

Guess what? Your Congregational
Care Team keeps track of you! Well,
not invasively. However, you may be
surprised to know that we actively
discuss our directory on a regular
basis. If we spot someone who we
haven’t seen or heard from in a
while, we might call them, just to see
if they’re OK. You may consider it a
perk. We of the CCT hope it doesn’t
bug you to occasionally receive a note
or a call.
Our training for membership is on
the horizon. If you have a penchant
for caring for your fellow human
beings, please take note that Life
Skills Training (a prerequisite for
joining the team) will be held on
Saturday, November 8th, from 9 to 3.
Lunch will be provided. Please join
us; a positive experience is a prom-
ise!
As always, we invite you to call a
CCT member. If you’re in need of a
sympathetic ear and some serious
consideration, perhaps we can be of
service. The team exists for you.
Phone numbers are available on our
brochure as well as on a poster
located on a wall across from the
fellowship’s office suites. There is
also a drop box available for your
referrals. Since fall is a transient time
and emotions run high, you’re urged
to share. CCT would love to hear
from you. Please call any one of us if
you’re distressed.
Incidentally, transportation is
available for BUUF services. Call any
one of us to coordinate a ride! Please
enjoy the variance of this season.
Within it find peace.

BUUF IT Circle
BUUF IT Circle is a initiative to
improve the data and technology to
meet the future needs and goals of
BUUF. With the rapid growth BUUF
is experiencing, we need to put a

dynamic system or systems in place.
Any individuals are welcome to join
regardless of their technical experi-
ence. For more information and ways
to contribute please feel free to email
Mitchel Bethel at
mitchel.bethel@gmail.com or call
208-695-7912.

SOCIAL ACTION
Social Action
Happenings
If you want to get involved with the
Social Action Team, please join us
the first Sunday of each month in the
library at 8:30 AM.
Working at the Interfaith Sanctuary
Housing Services is an interesting
and rewarding experience. However,
BUUF won’t have a team at the
shelter this year unless a few social
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activists step forward and volunteer.
There are more female community
volunteers than male community
volunteers at the shelter so don’t rule
out this experience because you are a
woman. You can observe for a
Sunday night to see if this volunteer
opportunity is right for you. Please
contact Rick Groff at 336-4921 for
more information.
The Summit on Hunger and Food
Insecurity was held on October 10.
There were more than 250 partici-
pants including four from Boise
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.
The Idaho Interfaith Roundtable
Against Hunger (IIRAH) will pick
one of the top issues developed at this
conference to advocate for in the
coming year. As an Endorsing Body,
Boise Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship will have an opportunity to join
forces with other faith groups to
advocate for policy change that will
increase food security in Idaho.

Webmaster Needed
Note to computer geeksters: put your
skills in maintaining web sites to
work and serve a social justice cause
by adopting the Idaho Interfaith
Roundtable Against Hunger website
as your very own. Talk to Rick Groff
at 336-4921 for details.

Peace One Day Fair
Many thanks to Debbie Epsen, her
husband Kenny, and Don Bacon who
staffed the BUUF Peace Pole Fair last
month. Also to Barry Hope who
loaned his canopy and Jay and Carol
Wechselberger who helped decorate
our booth that was well-received by
the many spiritual-seekers of all
faiths who attended.

BUUF ACTIVITIES
& EVENTS

Three Cups of Tea Guy
Greg Mortenson, the subject of the
book Three Cups of Tea will be
speaking at BSU on November 18.
Whether you have read the book or
not, you will be inspired by his efforts
to promote peace through building
schools in central Asia “One School
at a Time” You can learn more about
his social justice work at his web site
https://www.ikat.org/ or just Google
“Central Asia Institute”.

Thanksgiving Dinner with Friends

* Share a Community Thanksgiving Dinner with BUUF friends.
* Date: November 27th
* Time: To be determined
* We are looking for a host and a dinner location.
* Fix your favorite Thanksgiving dish or stop by the store and buy one.
* Sign up on the clipboard in the North Vestibule.
* Questions: Ask Wanda Jennings at desertfox4@cableone.net
or 362-7563.

News from Partner
Church Committee
Gwyn Reid

Thanks to the 105 volunteers who
helped make Fesztival a success!
Plans for an outdoor Fesztival on
September 20 were dampened by
multiple cloudbursts, but we learned
that Fesztival could work as an
indoor event. As food was being
prepared on Friday morning, the
aromas brought me back to a wonder-
ful feast that Cynthia Alleman and I
shared in Mészkõ with the Novak
family to celebrate Emõke’s confir-
mation.
Please join us for Partner Church
Sunday on November 9 as we learn
about the most recent visits to

Mészkõ by our minister and members
of our congregation.
We encourage anyone who is inter-
ested in strengthening our partner-
ship with Mészkõ to become a
member of the Partner Church
committee. We meet at 4:30 p.m. the
second Tuesday of each month. Drop
by on November 11 if you’re inter-
ested in learning more.

Volunteers for Our
Celebration!
We’re celebrating 20 years of
partnership-Elizabeth Greene and
BUUF. Look for an article elsewhere
in this newsletter. How can you help
make this an outstanding event on
Saturday, November 22?

Clean up
Set up
Serving help
Table decorations
Time line
Entertainment
Technology
Banner
Appreciation booklet
Scavenger Hunt designer
Children’s Activity Director
Host for our Guest Speaker

To Volunteer contact Wanda Jennings
at 362-7563 or
desertfox4@cableone.net.
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Celebrating 20 years of Partnership-
Elizabeth Greene and BUUF
Our 20 Favorite Things

Saturday, November 22, 5:30-8:00

Everyone Welcome

Dinner, Celebration and Entertainment

We at the Boise Unitarian Universalist Fellowship have been lucky to
have our 20 year partnership with our favorite minister, Elizabeth
Greene. Not many mid-sized churches have maintained a dynamic
partnership with the same minister for 20 years, and not many just-out-
of-seminary ministers stay 20 dynamic years with the same congrega-
tion.
Join us to Celebrate!
We’ll share our favorite memories, eat our favorite foods, be entertained
by our favorite musicians and entertainers, share our favorite photo-
graphs, and play a favorite trivia game.
We will be eating Elizabeth’s favorite foods. If your last name starts
with

A-F please bring your favorite baked beans for 10 people,
G-L, your favorite macaroni and cheese with interesting things in it
for 10 people,
M-Z, your favorite salad for 10 people.
If you don’t cook, bring rolls for 10.

To celebrate our 20 years of partnership, donations will be accepted to
the Boise Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Pay it Forward Fund, a
fund which allows us help our own in covering basic needs of living
during financial emergencies.
If you have a talent (musical or other) you would like to share; or if you
would like to tell a funny story or human interest story about Elizabeth
and our partnership, or important things that have happened in the
Fellowship in the last 20 years (remember rhubarb, flamingoes,
Elizabeth catching on fire?) contact Wanda Jennings at
desertfox4@cableone.net or 362-7563.
Watch for your personal invitation in the mail.

Humanists Ignore the
Economy..
..and look at ourselves from another
angle: not just what we think, but
how we think. Brian Mulvey will
introduce a subject popularized by
George Lakeoff and not irrelevant to
the world of political discourse:
“Framing and the Architecture of
Thought.”
Please join us in the BUUF library.
We start at 11am and quit promptly
when the service ends, or at 12:15.
No background reading required. For

more information, please ask Rick
Groff or Jeanette Ross.

BUUF Music Notes
Carrie Bastian

We have a big musical decision
coming up. Do we keep “Go Now in
Peace” as our children’s recessional,
singing “may the love of God
surround you,” or do we choose a
new song, “Children’s Blessing”?
You will have a chance to sing both
songs and cast a vote for your favorite
on Sunday, November 2. Please come

and be a part of this decision.
You may have noticed the choir’s
increased richness and depth of
sound. In the last month, we’ve
added two new basses to the choir,
Dan Peterson and Oli Morledge. And
of course, we are thankful for the
continued dedication of our faithful
choir regulars. To create a balanced
sound we need a few more sopranos,
altos and tenors, but hey—we’ll take
more basses too! We rehearse every
Wednesday in the sanctuary from
7:15 to 8:30 p.m. Come join the fun!

“Children’s Blessing”
by the Nashville UU Youth Choir with Jason
Shelton

May your mind be open to new
learning.
May your lips bring truth into the
world.
May your heart know love
And your hands do the work of
justice
     as you go your way in peace.

The Other Book Club
Join fellow BUUF members and
friends in the Other Book Club for
upcoming discussions:
November 9, 7pm at the BUUF
library: The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A
Natural History of Four Meals by
Michael Pollan, who will be speaking
in Boise in November as part of the
Log Cabin series at the Egyptian..
December 14, 7pm Dreams of My
Father by Barack Obama – location
to be announced.

Other Book Club
Special Event
The Other Book Club is going to be
attending a presentation by Greg
Mortenson, the author of Three Cups
of Tea on Tuesday November 18 at
7pm at the Morrison Center. If you
are interested in joining us, please let
Jen Brazee (teton87@hotmail.com or
908-2976) know by November 4, so
we can have seating reserved.
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Team is resurrecting Ministry
Lunches, no-host, informal, 1 ½-hour
lunch conversations. Each month,
there will be two of these events, one
on a Tuesday at International Chinese
on Glenwood near Chinden, and one
at Washington Group Cafeteria, on
the Myrtle Street extension, just after
you cross Broadway (One Morrison
Knudsen Plaza).
Tuesday, 11/11, 11:30, International
Chinese
Friday, 11/21, 11:30, Washington
Group Cafeteria
These are relaxed (usually) opportu-
nities to share your thoughts, opin-
ions and ideas, and to get better
acquainted with our minister. Mark
your calendar!

UU Ride Program
Dan Bacon

We have a somewhat small group of
people willing to give rides to
members and friends needing them.
If you would be willing to help some
of our members with transportation,
we are asking that people in these
general areas consider helping people
get to and from the Fellowship on
Sunday mornings.
Near Zip Codes 83713 and 83704
On N. Five Mile Rd a few blocks
north of W. Ustick Rd.
Near Zip Code 83702
Very near the intersection of 35th
Street and W. State St.
Both Below Near Zip Codes 83712,
83706, and 83725
On E. Front St and very close to
intersection of E. Front St. and S.
Broadway Ave.
On East State Street or about three
blocks north of intersection of E.
Warm Springs Road and S. Broadway
Avenue and east of Pioneer Cemetery.
If you are interested, please contact
Dan Bacon at 462-4545 or
bacon41@frontiernet.net.

November Sages
Tom von Alten

Lorissa Holt, author of A Gift of Life,
and I Remember... will be our special
guest on Thursday, November 13
(9:30am at the Kopper Kitchen, 2661
Airport Way), speaking about her
experience as a Peace Corps volun-
teer in Hungary. Holt was born in
Ukraine and spent 5 years of her
childhood in a Nazi concentration
camp before coming to Idaho as a
teenager, settling on a farm in
Emmett and raising three children.
As a young widow, she earned a B.A.
in English and found the Peace Corps
to be her most interesting job
opportunity.

The Senior Sages meet on second and
fourth Thursday mornings (but just
the second Thursday of November
and December). Join us for lively
presentations and discussion over a
no-host breakfast. No reservation
necessary, and no IDs are checked.
Call Tom von Alten, 378-1217, for
more information, or to be added to
our reminder list.

Return of Ministry
Lunches
Ministry Team, Christine Hanzlik, facilitator

Our minister, Elizabeth Greene, is
getting busier and busier, so it is
getting more difficult to “catch” her
to engage in conversation. To help
address this problem, the Ministry

Create Your Personal

Safety Net

Loss of jobs, home foreclosures, and shrinking investments and savings
are worrisome indicators of our troubled economy.  Extended families
are dispersed and neighborhoods may be in flux, making it challenging
to build a network of family and friends for mutual support during times
of personal crisis. Our longer work hours and commutes make it even

harder for people to offer support.
Dr. John Gibson, co-author of the book, Per-
sonal Safety Nets: Getting Ready for Life’s
Inevitable Changes and Challenges, will show
you how to intentionally create a personal safety
net made up of those plans, systems, resources,
and especially people who strengthen your life
in good as well as difficult times.
John Gibson, Ph.D., professional counselor,
coach, speaker, and author http://
www.PersonalSafetyNets.com

Friday, November 7, 7-9 p.m.,

Boise Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship, 6200 Garrett St., Garden
City

 $15 at the door (proceeds to
support Congregational Care Team
training and outreach)

 Contact Mike Philley at 378-1714 or
mphilley@cableone.net
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THIS MONTH’S HIGHLIGHTS...
CREATING YOUR OWN PERSONAL SAFETY NET

John Gibson, Ph.D., will be here to help you built your own support network. See page 7 for more details.

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF PARTNERSHIP
Our Rev. Elizabeth Greene has been with our Fellowship for 20 years this month. Help us to celebrate! Details are on
page 6.

LIFE SKILLS TRAINING
November 8th. It’s not too late to sign up. See page 4 for details.

THANKSGIVING DINNER
Spend it with friends. See page5 for details.

DECK THE HALLS
It’s just around the corner. See page 3 to find out how to get involved in one of our most beloved traditions.

NEWSLETTER TIPS
Some hints and tips on getting your information into our newsletter. Page 2



First Nations Fund

By Bruce and Sheryl Dowlin

Before retiring to Idaho from Minnesota in 
2005, we were involved with Native 
Americans for 20 years.  We were part of a 
sustained effort at reconciliation between 
two Native American nations (the Dakota 
Sioux and the HoChunk Winnebago) and 
the Minnesota residents.  Our objective was 
to heal the wounds of a brief but bloody 
conflict in 1862 which cost 1,000 lives and 
ended with a mass hanging in Mankato.

We witnessed both blunders and successes 
in these reconciliation efforts and believe 
that we eventually gained wisdom in how 
to respectfully interact on a long-term basis.  
Our unplanned immersion in Native 
American culture truly enriched our lives 
and has led us to seek similar opportunities 
in Idaho.

Native American spirituality resonated with 
us and we were privileged to learn from 
both men and women.   We were impressed 
by the Dakota belief that every act of 
everyday life is a prayer in action. They 
have no word for religion.  We were also 
impacted by the belief that what is done 
today affects the next seven generations.

The annual Boise State University 
Intertribal Student Organization Pow Wow 
provides a unique cultural learning 
opportunity for non-Indian Boise 
community members.  Visitors’ enhanced 
awareness and understanding of Idaho 
Native America cultures is a first step 
toward building a bridge between Native 
American and non-Indian cultures.  BSU 
Native American students have 

demonstrated their interest in building such 
a bridge through their concerted efforts to 
plan and host the only annual Native 
American Pow Wow held in Boise.

To do this, they are challenged to raise 
$15,000 to cover the expenses for this 
event.  Intertribal Student group members 
are working hard to raise the needed 
moneys for the April 2009 cultural event.  
Fundraising strategies include selling raffle 
tickets, Native American calendars, pow 
wow shirts, advertising space to local 
businesses for the program, and buttons at 
other pow wows 

All donated moneys raised by Intertribal 
Organization students will be matched by 
Boise State University. Therefore,  BUUF 
members’ acts of generosity and kindness 
will be doubled.

One BSU Native American woman, Tai 
Simpson, responded to the news about 
BUUF members' donating funds for their 
cultural event:  "Thanks again for this 
opportunity to embrace diversity and build 
cross-cultural bridges.  This is what this is 
all about."

Contributing funds to the Boise State 
University Intertribal Student 
Organization helps cover the travel 
expenses for the 2009 Spring Pow Wow.

Thanksgiving season provides us an 
opportunity to reflect on the complex 
relations between Native Americans and the 
dominant culture.  It will also be the first 
step in building a cross-cultural bridge 
between our church and the first nations of 
Idaho.

Story ideas and material for BUUFworks! 
may be submitted to 
masonmorfit55@gmail.com



Boise Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

November 2008
Events are at BUUF unless noted

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
      01

02  (Week 45)

8:30am» Social Action Comm.

10am» "Dia de los Muertos"
11:15am» Newcomers Orientation

11:30am» Potluck luncheon

12pm» Boston Bounders planning

12:30pm» Music Committee

12:30pm» Curious Explorers Chalice Cir.

5pm» Landscape Committee

03
7pm» 20th anniversary

celebration planning

7pm» Stewardship

Committee

7pm» Green Sanctuary

Team

7pm» Menu for the Future

04
7pm» Men's Chalice Circle

7pm» Building Your Own

Theology

05
5pm» Personnel Committee

7pm» Women on the Verge

II

7:15pm» Choir

06
7pm» Thursday Night

Chalice Circle

07
7pm» Creating Your Own

Personal Safety Net

08
9:30am» Congregational

Care Team Training

09  (Week 46)

9am» "Partners in Faith"
11am» "Partners in Faith"
11am» Humanists

12:30pm» Single Parents Chalice Circle

12:30pm» Newcomer Orientation

1pm» The Cool Group Chalice Circle

7pm» Other Book Club

10
7pm» Interiors Committee

7pm» Menu for the Future

11
4:30pm» Partner Church

Committee

7pm» Building Your Own

Theology

12
7pm» Ministry Team

7pm» RE Cmte

7:15pm» Choir

13
9:30am» Sr Sages (Kopper

Kitchen)

7pm» Sunday Services

Cmte

14
7pm» Travels in Borneo

15
9am» UUA Consultant

visit

16  (Week 47)

9am» "Moving Forward in Faith"
10:30am» UUA Consultant visit

11:15am» "Moving Forward in Faith"
12:30pm» UUA Consultant visit

12:30pm» Single Parents Chalice Circle

12:30pm» Newcomers Welcome Chat

1pm» Phoenix Rising Chalice Circle

17
7pm» Adult RE cmte

7pm» Bridge Event Center

Committee

7pm» Menu for the Future

18
7pm» Men's Chalice Circle

19
7:15pm» Choir

20
10am» History Keepers

12pm» BUUF News
deadline
7pm» BUUF Board

7pm» Membership

Committee

21
BUUF office closed

7pm» Idaho Friends of Jung

salon

22
10am» Idaho Friends of

Jung workshop

23  (Week 48)

9am» "Ministry: Our Partnership"
11am» "MInistry: Our Partnership"
12:30pm» Single Parents Chalice Circle

12:30pm» Newcomers Welcome Chat

1pm» "The Cool Group" Chalice Circle

24
7pm» Leadership Council

25
10am» Library Committee

6pm» BUUF Mommas'

Night Out

26
9:30am» Newsletter

assembly

7pm» Small group ministry

council

7pm» Coming of Age

7:15pm» Choir

27
THANKSGIVING DAY
BUUF office closed

28
BUUF office closed

29

30  (Week 49)

9am» "In the Spirit of Thanks"
11am» "In the Spirit of Thanks"
12:30pm» Newcomer Orientation

      


